PART II
THE GENERAL ARGUMENT OF THE
CRITIQUE OF PURE REASON     "
INTRODUCTION
ALTHOUGH the repetition of well-known doctrine and the study
of unexciting philosophers and immature Criticism which any
historical approach to the Critique of Pure Reason involves is
certainly laborious, I believe that it is not merely justified but is
the only sensible method of going to work. It is unlikely, however,
that many readers will agree with me, for the conviction that any
serious book abo'ut philosophy must be judged by its capacity
to answer those philosophical questions which are recognized as
urgent now is very strong; so, too, is the belief that a philosopher
whose terminology is ambiguous can be refuted once and for all
by the exposure of that ambiguity even though it arose from an
attitude towards reality which the author could hardly avoid
adopting and for which he was certainly not responsible.
'Kant', it will be said by critics of this type, 'formulated a
question and claimed to answer it. The question was, " How are
synthetic propositions a priori possible? " What we need to do
in order to estimate the philosophical value of the Critique of Pure
Reason is to discover precisely what questioning thought corre-
sponds to these words. When we have done this we can proceed
to inquire whether the Critique gives any satisfactory answer to
Kant's question. Pre-Kantian philosophy and pre-Critical Kant
may throw some light on the history of philosophical thought but
have no bearing on philosophy/
I disagree with this view.
The method of dissection has been tried on Kant's question
many times and l,ed nowhere. It cannot be successful because
Kant, as we have seen, was concerned not with one question but
with several. They were indeed not isolated, but the connexion
between them is exactly what the Critique as a whole reveals.
There was for Kant a problem of space, a problem of cause, and a
problem of psycho-physical interaction. He believed that he had
discovered a method which led to the solution of all of them,
and this method was employed in his transcendental philosophy.